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HisTOrY of freedom movement in India reveals many 
events, incidents, legends and anecdotes which generate a natio- 
nalistic fervour in the heart of everybody who has 
Historical“ been born on the.sacred soil of India—his mother- 
back-ground land. Pertaining to Indian Freedom movement 
of 1857 a great political thinker of India had 
referred to the following passage which Ludlow had written in 
his memorable treatise “Thoughts on the Policy of the Crown”. 
He wrote, “Surely, the natives of India must be less than men, 
if their feelings could not be moved under such circumstances. 
in favour of the victims of annexation, and against annexer. 
Surely there was not a woman whom such annexation did not 
tend to make our enemy, not a child whom they did not tend to 
train up in hatred to the Firangee rule”. I think the same could 
be said about British Policy in the native States of India of which. 
the Orissa States formed a distinct part. 


In order to provide a back-ground for the correct appre-- 
ciation of the freedom movement in Orissa States and their 
natural and historical integration with Orissa from time imme- 
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morial and the political vivisections perpetrated on them so as 
to disintegrate, demoralize and denationalize the great brave 
Oriya ‘race inhabiting this great territory, the following account 
in brief needs mention. 


Orissa or Kalinga till she lost her independcncc in 1803 
had been ruled over by seven different Oriya dynasties beginnin 
from 300 B. C. down to the 19th Century A. D. The first aac 
was Soma Dynasty reigned over from Judhisthir to Cha®dra- 
deva till 556 A. D. Then came Keshari Dynasty beginning 
from Jajati Keshari to Subarna Keshari in 1103 A. D. There- 
after came the Ganga Dynasty of Chudanga Dev ending with 
Netrabhanu Dev in 1435 A. D. This dynasty was succeeded by 
‘Surya Dynastry with king Kapilendra Dev as the first of its order. 
This dynasty reigned upto 1553 A. D. Then came the Bhoi 
Dynasty with Sri Gobind Bidyadhar as its first ruler. This 
dynasty lasted for a period of 5 years only. Then came Chalukya 
Dynasty. Mukunda Harichandan was the first and Raghu- 
‘Bansa Chhotarai was the last giving place to Jadu Vansa. 
Ramachandra Dev was the first of the order and the present 
Raja of Puri belongs to this dynasty though this dynasty has been 
long deprived of its ruling power on account of the onslauthts 
-of the Moguls and then the Marahattas and lastly by the British, 
But till the British occupied this ancient land of valour in 1803 
with the help of some Nimakharam Jagirdars and on account 
of internal disintegrations and consequent weaknesses which 
“were the effect of large number of petty principalities known as ¢ 
Samanta Rajas (Feudal Lords) having been created Orissa had 
:almost been independent. Neither the Moguls nor the Mara- 
hattas could establish themselves here nor could they organize 
‘any effective administrations. The great Kharabela of Orissa 
4s said to have taken his forces upto North West Frontier Pro- 
vince. There may be dispute about it but that half of present 
day Bihar was included in Kalinga, there is no doubt. Khara- 
.bela’s victory in the battle-field at Gorathgiri to the north of the 
‘present Gaya district is a proud chapter of the history of Kalinga. 


The Orissa States formerly known as Orissa Garjats (Land 
Af Forts) had a total area of 28,656 square miles and a popula- 
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tion of 463} lakhs. They were divided into 26 small States 
beginning with Tigiria with 47 sq. miles and a population of 
24,000 ending with Mayurhhanj, the biggest of the Orissa States 
‘with an area of 4,243 sq. miles and a population of 10 lakhs. 


Formerly, these small States formed part of the great kingdom 
pf Kalinga, laterly known as Orissa. The Rajas were known 
.as Samanta Rajas under the independent Gajapati King of 
‘Orissa. 


An official historian states as follows regarding the states 
of these Samanta chiefs. He says, ‘‘Before this Country passed 
into the hands of the British Govt. the chiefs were subordinates 
to the Raja of Puri, the defacto Raja of Orissa from whom they 
held as fiefs these maha/s. The grants were originally made in 
recognition of menial services which the ancestors of the present 
‘beneficiaries had rendercd to the then reigning monarchs.” 


Prior to 1803 Orissa including these States formally formed 
a part of the territory of the Marahatta Bhonsla king of Nagpér, 
whose dependencies included Suruguja, Sambalpur, Bastar, 
.and to the east ward, Cuttack and Orissa. The peace of Deogaon 
was purchased by Raghuji with the sacrifice of Berar and Cuttack 
.and Appa Saheb’s treachery had been the cause of transferring 
to the English Company much more of the territory to the east. 
Even though the suzerainty over these {territories was trans- 
ferred from Raghuji to the British, they could not take posses- 
sion of all the territories as they were never actually conquered. 
The present day British districts of Orissa were gradually brought 
‘under direct administration by the Regulation of 1805 leaving 
‘aside the Orissa native States which were exempted from the 
said Regulation. The Company entered into treaties, engage- 
ments, Kawoltamas with almost all of the then existing chief- 
tains. But in course of time mahals of some of the chieftains 
were incoporated in the British districts such as Kanika, Aul, 
Kujanga, Harishpur etc. But the present day Orissa States 
referred to here were excluded and kept under their chieftains. 


It may be mentioned here that even though the Regula- 
tion of 1805 did not extend to these native States they were 
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known as Zamindaries. These territories were divided into 
3 groups for administrative convenience. One group was known 
as “‘Sambalpur Garjat Chiefs” consisting of Bindranwagada,. 
Khariar, Borasambar, Phuljhar, Bargarh, Patna, Saranggarh, 
Sakti, Raigarh, Bamara, Redhakhol and Sonepur. | 


The above Sambalpur group was administered by a Britis 
Agent with his headquarters at Ranchi in Chhotanagpur. 
‘There was another group with 18 States beginning from Tigiria, 
Athgarh upto Mayurbhanj and was known as the Cuttack 
Tributary Mahatls. 

The States of Boud and Athmallik had previously been 
attached to the Ranchi Agent. But when in 1816 a Superin- 
tendent of Tributary Mahals was appointed as subordinate to the: 
Commissioner of the Orissa Division, Boud and Athmallick 
were transferred from the jurisdiction of the Ranchi Agent to 
that of the Superintendent of Cuttack Tributary Malhals in 
1537. 

Subsequently the seven States of Kalahandi, Patna etc.. 
known as Ex-C. P. group were transferred to the jurisdiction of 
the Chief Commissioner of Nagpur. The two States Saraikela 
and Kharswan remained under the jurisdiction of the Commis- 
‘sioner of Chhotanagpur, the rest being under the jurisdiction 
of the Commissioner of Orissa. 


The C. P. Group of the 7 Orissa States were again amalga-- 
mated with the other Orissa States in 1906 and all these were 
placed under the “Political Agent” whose office was then created 
and located at Sambalpur with judicial powers of High Court. 
and administrative supervising powers exercised by the Com- 
missioner of Orissa Division. In 1916 the two States-Saraikela 
and Kharswan came under the Political Agent of Orissa. Again 
from Ist of April, 1922 the Commissioner of Orissa Division 
ceased all his connexion with the States all powers heretofore: 
vested in him being transferred to the Political Agent who was 
thereafter designated as Political Agent and Commissioner: 
having also jurisdiction of certain judicial powers over the: 
administration of Angul, a Non-Regulated area of British Orissa.. 
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‘The Deputy Commissioner of Angul was also delegated powers 
of an Additional Political Agent from 1922 and used to super- 
vise and try Sessions Cases in some ncighbouring States. This 
.arrangemcnt was discontinued from Ist December, 1924, all 
powers then being exercised by the Political Agent and an 
Assistant Political Agent. 


el here came another change in 1933. The Eastern States 
Agency was established on the Ist of April of that year com- 
prising of the 26 Feudatory States of Orissa and 14 other States 
from the Central Provinces. Prior to that the 26 Orissa States 
were under the control of the Governor-in-Council of Bihar 
and Orissa and 14 States of C. P. were similarly under the con- 
trol of the Governor-in-Council of C. P. After the enquiry of the 
Butler Committee in 1929 these States were taken out from the 
control of the Provincial Govts. and had direct relationship 
with the Central Govt., the Governor-General (then known as 
‘Crown Representative) exercising his jurisdiction through thg 
Agent to the Governor-General, (later designated as Resident) 
‘whose headquarters were first located at Ranchi. Under him 
2 Politicial Agents worked—one for the 26 Orissa States with 
headquarter sat Sambalpur and the other for the 14 C. P. States 
with headquarters at Raipur. After a short period 2 more States 
‘of Bengal—Tripura and Cooch Behar were added to the Eastern 
States Agency and the headquarters of the Resident were trans- 
‘ferred from Ranchi to Calcutta and it was then that the desig- 
‘nation was changed from A. G. G. to Resident. 


There was then a further vivisection of the Orissa States. 
The Eastern States Agency was divided into 3 different agencies 
under the same Resident, known as Bengal States Agency, 
‘Orissa States Agency and Chhatisgarh States Agency. In the 
.Bengal Agency besides Tripura and Cooch Behar which were 
Bengali Statcs the Oriya State of Mayurbhanj had been included 
and this Agency was under the jurisdiction of the Secretary to the 
Resident. Two other Oriya States Kalahandi and Patna were 
torn out from the Orissa States Agency and amalgamated with 
the C. P. group of Chhatisgarh States Agency. The Orissa 
States Agency thus represented 20 out of 26 Orissa States. 
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The ghove would clearly show how from time immemorial 
all the Orissa States formed part of Orissa proper and how they 
had been politically and administratively vivisected from Orissa 
and revivisected amongst themselves. The parent Province of 
Orissa similarly represented certain torn limbs of natural Orissa 
which comprised also of the outlying tracts of Singhbhum, South 
Midnapur, Phuljhar, Chandrapur and Bindranuagarh of G. P. 
and Jalantar, Tikkali, Mandasa of Vizagpatam District. The 
result of such vivisection was that Orisse and the Oriya race were 
dismembered, their cultural tie broken up, social unity split up 
and economic and constitutional development seriously hampered: 
The contrast between the Province of Orissa and the neighbour 
ing Orissa States afforded a sad and deplorable picture. With 
the advent of gradual reforms in British India part of Utkal 
known as the Orissa Province was lifting its head but the other’ 
part known as Native Orissa had been gradually sinking and 
had almost come to a point of collapse. 


It has already been stated and has now been widely recog- 
nized that the native States of Orissa have got enormous poten- 
tial resources such as valuable minerals and 
Administrative extensive forest wealth unequalled in any part 
vagaries. of India. Some have compared it to the Rhine- 
land of Europe. All the big Steel Plants both 
1. Private and Public Sectors so far established in India mostly 
draw their raw materials almost exclusively from the regions of 
Orissa States. These potential resources when fully developed 
may produce hundreds of crores of rupees worth of goods and 
power which one can hardly comprehend. But though nature 
bas been so bountiful in providing such hidden potential wealth 
to these historic States of Orissa, it had been thé worst poverty- 
stricken area and its economic condition had been extremely 
deplorable. Not only the people were living half-fed and on 
the verge of famine but even the despotic rulers were trekking 2. 
miserable life due to extreme backwardness, illiteracy and most 
undeveloped conditions caused by absence of any communi- 
cation and repeated incidents of famine and pestilence and in” 
many cases due to maladministration. What were the con- 
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ditions even of the rulers could well be imagined from the follow- 
ing remarks of an Indian Administrative Officer who was fora 
long time in charge of these States. He writes, “In his Resolu- 
tion dated the 2nd October, 1874, whilst reviewing Mr. Raven- 
shaw’s Administration Report of the Tributary Mahals of 

uttack for the year 1873-74 the Lieutenant-Governor remarks, 
‘Tn each of the Killahs not under direct management the tribute, 
in full, amounting in all to Rs. 33,249-7-11 has been paid up, 
and in addition the sum of Rs. 10,000 has been paid in advance 
on account of the current year. The arrears due from Tigiria 
have been fully realized.’ In another place of the same Resolu- 
tion His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has expressed his 
satisfaction, because the arrears of preceding years and the jumma 
for 1873-74 have all been fully realized during the year under 
notice. Does not this indicate that even the smaller amount 
of Rs. 33,000 in comparison with the gross revenue collections: 
was hardly realised in full in previous years ? Does not this 
state of things bear testimony to the poverty of the Rajas 7 
It may be asked then what could be the cause of such an unhealthy 
condition of Garjat finance ? The country is still in the same 
dormant state as she was 100 years back. The progress which: 
she has been reported to be making towards refinement is mere 
nominal and cannot “therefore be taken into account. The 
charges for revenue collections and keeping quasi military 
establishments do not come up even to the smallest fraction: 
of the gross rental. The wants of these jungly Rajas are 
few and the luxuries to which they may naturally be addicted’ 
are less expensive. The houses they live in are generally thatched 
ones, environed by mud-walls which require a trifling amount 
annually to keep them in repair. The other kinds of expendi- 
ture of the State are also in squite keeping with these. What 
becomes then of the enormous amount realized annually ? 
And why difficulties are experienced on the part of the Rajas 
to pay off regularly their tributes to Government ? One of these 
two reasons may be assigned for such an embarrassed. State—. 
either that the Rajas are out at elbows, or that they having 
their purse full, are loth to part with any portion thereof even im 
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the payment of their tribute. The former scems to be the most 
probable re?son that can be applied in their case. It is said that 
the itinerant merchants who visit the Garjats periodically are 
not paid off on first demand the value of their goods sold to the 
Majas, but are kept detained for months and months together, 
receiving a daily allowance of 2 or 3 Rupees for their Khoraki| 
on account of the shortness of cash in the Rajas’ treasury. 
Again, whenever the Rajahs are summoned to attend durbars 
at Cuttack on important occasions, many of them, it is reported, 
have had to contract debts at heavy interest in order to defray 
their expenses for the occasion. We have been informed of the 
case of a teacher employed in a Tributary State who does not 
regularly receive his salary from the Raja, but is in liquidation 
of his arrears paid something on market days for the defrayal 
of his lodging expenses. Instances of such a kind are too nume- 
rous to be noticed all here in detail. Those cited above are, I 
think, sufficient for our present purpose to show the insolvent 
state of the Garjat Treasury. 

“It js always customary with low paid servants to lead by 
constant fawning their weak-minded masters to extreme pro- 
digality and malversation. They know very well that in an 
attempt like this their own interest can best be served. On 
occasions therefore, of marriage, the ipvestiture of sacred 
thread, etc., their endeavours to make the candle burn at both 
ends are unremitting. Similar are the tricks played upon the 
Garjat Rajahs also by their own servants, and the result is that 
an a fit of enthusiasm and transport thus excited in their breast 
they squander away the greatest portion of their savings which 
otherwise could be appropriated to more useful ends. 

“The instances given below will convey to our readers 
some idea of the depravity which prevails in the’ Rajah’s court 
and the means adopted generally for the plundering them of 
their money. 

“The fluctuating nature of the Garjat revenues renders it 
necessary sometimes to grant remissson to the ryots in years of 
drought or scarcity. But the amlahs whenever they find an oppor- 
tunity, always try to turn the table to their own advantage. For, 
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‘remissions as a rulc, are never recommended in any one’s favour 
without the payment of money to them. If handsoidely remu- 
nerated, they can, cven in ycars of plenty, procure exemptions 
in favour of some from the liability of payment of their revenues. 
Again, on festival days, and also on occasions of marriage or 
ther festivities a large amount, much larger than what is re- 
‘quired for those occasions, is drawn from the treasury, and 
disbursed through the hands of the amlah. And you can well 
perceive that more than half of the aggregate sum goes to fill the 
coffers of these insatiate men.. 


“It is however a matter of congratulation to find that some 
‘of the Rajahs have now commenced to understand their own 
interests, and have directed their attention to the accumulation 
‘of wealth.” 


Such being the state of affairs it is no wonder that the rulers 
of these petty principalities took to undesirable methods and 
‘exploited their poor helpless gullible subjects sometimes mer 
-cilessly and in most cases squandering away the money on per- 
-sonal and family expenses or on luxuries as there was mothing 
“lo deter these despotic rulers from doing so. The purpose and 
“the character of such exploitation and the inefficient or indiffe- 
Tent administration cxtending over years and years demoralized 
‘the people to such an extent that there could hardly be any 
‘effective opposition or effort to bring pressure on the rulers to 
behave properly and rule fairly. Of course it was not that all 
‘were so irresponsible and wreckless. There were at times a few 
‘rulers here and there. who inherited their ancestral nobility and 
‘sustained the same in their personal conduct as also in their 
approach to the problems of their subjects. The religious faith, 
the social prestige and the cuityral heritage later on supple- 
mented by modern education and enlightenment provided them 
with wider vision and some rulers though not affluent in finan- 
‘cial resources maintained a high order of moral tone in admini- 
stration and tried to bring about some reforms in administra- 
tion even in the early part of the 20th Century. They encouraged 
education and literature and endowed for educational, religious 
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or charitable institutions liberally. In this connexion the names 
of Maharaja Sriramchandra Bhanj of Mayurbhanj and some 
individual rulers of a few other States could be mentioned. 
Maharaja of Mayurbhanj introduced Cabinet form of Gov- 
ernment and Legislature as early as 1912 jin accordance with 
the scheme prepared by late Pt. Gopabandhu Das who wall 
then the State Pleader & Legal Adviser. But such rulers sere 
of course very few. In the majority of cases the situation was sad 
and deprcssing. The vagaries of despotic rule, the nature and 
extent of exploitation and the consequent miseries and privations 
of the people could be appreciated from the brief note quoted 
from the Enquiry Committee Report, Orissa States, 1939. 


CONDITION OF THE PEASANTRY 


“The peasantry has no full land rights in all these States. 
It is liable to ejection in spite of its long possession and enjoy-~ 


nlent for generations. The claims of reclamation were of no 
avail to it. 


“Besides, there are no rules for remission and suspension: 
of arrears in the Jand rent. A default in payment means the 
confiscation of land which is sold to the highest bidder without 
the balance, if any, over the arrears being refunded. 


“The agrarian situation in these States js getting more 
acute everyday by the increase in rents, which knows no check, 
aggravated by the present economic depression. The peasantry 
is naturally restive and shows signs of impatience for the lighten- 
ing of the burden. Much valuable land remains uncultivated 
as the outside people are not attracted by the conditions om 
which it is given on rent. Insecurity of tenure and liablity to- 
arbitary increase in rents are the two stumbling blocks which 
create serious difficulties in the way’ of increasing cultivation 
over vast blocks of rich land which might bring prosperity to’ 
the local population and add substantially to the State Treasury. 
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“The system of taxation now prevailing in these States. 
defies all canons of sound finance. Land is heavily taxed without 
regard to the capacity of the peasants to pay. Neither the 

holesome rules of Manu regarding land tax, nor the scien- 
tific principles of Jand-revenue assessment evolved by the experts 
of the British Government in India are observed by the Rulers 
of these States. 


“Land-reveune in British India is considered to be high 
enough and there is a wide-spread demand for its substantial 
reduction. But the same rent in the States is higher still. 


“Added to this there are numerous other taxes, fees, sala- 
mies, levies and monopolies, education cess varying between half 
anna to two annas three pies per rupee of rent; hospital cess 
varying between half anna to one anna six pies per rupee of reng; 
forest cess varying between half anna to one anna three pies 
per rupee of rent, road cess or miscellaneous cess varying between 
Six annas to one anna and six pies per rupee of rent (such cesses 
are levied in lieu of bethi and beggari, but in actual practice this 
excessive cess is collected over and above the bethi which is also: 
realised as before in many States); grazing fee at one anna to 
Re.1.4.0 per cattle per year; tax on industrial castes; special cess- 
on sugar-cane, cess for using sugar-cane crushing machine; tax 
on landless labourers; fruit cess; cess for exporting grain or mer-- 
chandise; fee for adoption, salami for permitting widows to adopt 
(and such fee is in many States levied at the rate of Rs. 5/- or 
thereabout per acre of land); in many States levy of income-tax, 
tax on salt, kerosine, bidi, tobacco, pan, cocoanut, coir, meat, 
and many other articles and necessaries of life through mono- 
poly; in some States special fees for permitting use of double: 
plank doors, use of any head-dress, use of palanquins, tax on 
plough and many other taxes have been levied. In the reports 
given in this book on Athgarh and Talcher, the details of diffe-- 
rent taxes and cesses will be found. What is true of these: 
States is also true of most of the States. 
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‘In a poverty-stricken area which has no other sources of 
income except land, this heavy and iniquitous burden has broken 
the backs of the peasantry and created conditions ripe for an 
agarian revolution, a very mild type of which has already mani- 
fested itself in several States in Orissa. 


} 


“The system of monopolies in the daily necessaries of life” 

like salt, kerosine, pan, cocoanut, etc. hits the people very hard, 

.increas in prices in those commodities encourages sale of inferior 

stuff and sets the law of diminishing return in motion with the 
consequent fall in consumption of the articles concerned. 


PRIVY PURSE 


“From all evidence that we have been able to gather and 
from all our careful enquiries we are led to believe that the 
Rulers generally spend about half the public revenues on them- 
selves and their families. 


“Besides the sums ear-marked in the State Budgets for 
the ‘domestic department’ there are various other devices which 
the Rulers and their advisers have found out by which a good 
portion of public money is diverted to the private treasury of the 
‘Raja. | 


“As a specimen of how the Rulers spend the bulk of the 
State revenues on themselves leaving a very scanty pittance for 
the purposes of State administration, we give in detail the posi- 
tion as it exists in the State of Nilgiri. What is true of Nilgiri 
is also true of most of other States in a large measure.” 


So far as Nilgiri is concerned the Enquiry Committee 

noted that while the gross income of the State was,Rs. 1,71,000/- 

.and net income was Rs. 1,50,000/- andijbudgeted amount for the 
domestic departments was Rs. 50,000/-. The Committee had 

analysed as to how palace charges debited to other departments 
amounted to much higher amount and had observed, ‘“‘These 

‘invisible charges combined with the visible Rs. 50,000/- will bring 
ithe amount used by the Raja on his personal and family account 

to more than one-half of the total income of the State. Apart 
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from this there are several other sources of income which are 
not accounted for in the Budget. These go to swell the private 
coffers of the Ruler.” 


RISINGS AND REBELLIONS STARTED 


| The history of risings and small rebellions in Orissa States 
coujfl be traced back to the year 1866, the year of great famine 
known as ‘Nanka’. The States were then under the direct super- 
vision of the Commissioner of Orissa Division which formed a 
part of the then Bengal Presidency. Just after the British took 
over, there were repeated famines in Orissa and Orissa States 
in 1806, 1807, 1809, 1836 and the worst famine that had ever 
occurred in any country came upon these poor gullible people 
in the year 1866-67. The harrowing tales of this disastrous 
famine were beyond description. Over 8 lakhs of people died 
within a span of few months. The coastal districts of Orissa 
Division and ‘particularly the Orissa States proved to be tpe 
worst grave-yard of innocent men, women and children who 
died of hunger and pestilence-literally like flies and the tragedy 
was so terrible that even the last souls in many villages were 
killed by this monstrous famine. It went to such a pass that. 
the mother tried to live on the flesh of the dead child and man 
ate the flesh of man. It was a veritable heil that men‘ and natures: 
created together. The inhuman negligence and the callous 
attitude of the administrators was greatly responsible for this 
holocaust which was re-echoed not only in this country but 
even in the British Parliament of those days as a result of which 
a famine Commission was appointed by the British Govt. known 
as the Malvelli Commission. Prior to the famine the economic: 
condition of these States had deteriorated to such an extent 
that the then British Govt. put some of these States such as 
Daspalla, Keonjhar, Nayagarh, Narsinghpur, Tigiria and 
Hindol into public auction on account of repeated failures on 
the part of the rulers to pay the meagre tributes to the British 
Govt. When there were no bidders the Govt. itself purchased 
these States. But later on political considerations these States 
were again restored to the rulers. These States which formed 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


( 14 ) § |] 


part of the Great ancient Utkal which had built up a cultural 
‘empire and over-sea market in South East Asia through its mer- 
chant Navy and was in a prosperous condition, was ultimately 
reduced to utter penury in course of time. After the great 
famine there was the first rebellion in Keonjhar State when T. E, 
Ravenshaw was the Commissioner. It was a rebellion by th 
Bhuyans, an Adivasi tribe and a large number of people were 
killed on account of repressive measures. 


- 


The subsequent risings and rebellions are briefly stated 
below. 


“In Bamra, there were four popular movements against 
the arbitrary increase in land rent, within a period of 28 years 
Jed by Hara Padhan, Bhagavatia Padhan and 
The Bamra Jagannath Garnaik, Daitari Hota and Bhagban 
Risings. Patel, respectively. Some of these were beatcn 
and put in Jail, some were fined, while the rest 
nwere banished from the State. The fifth movement started 
in 1928 against the Meefar Settlement which increased the land 
.rent still further. About 4,000 people advanced towards the 
Bungalow of the Political Agent at Sambalpur for demanding 
redress. A no-rent campaign was started on the failure to secure 
redress from the Political Agent. Six Gauntias (village headmen) 
were arrested and imprisoned for 3 months. Some leaders 
lost their jobs in service and 4 Gauntias were deprived of their 
‘Gaunti rights. Section 144 was served on Dayananda Satpathy 
and 5 others. The former had to go to prison for a month and 
.a half. Several others were dealt with under various charges. 
The movement was thus suppressed. 


4 


“In 1937 some persons had to disobey ordegs under Section 
144 for which they were sent to prison for six months. In 1938 
Kandarp Padhan, Krisna Padhan and 23 others asked the autho- 
rities to grant the people fundamental rights of citizenship. They 
were sent to prison for 3 years each under Section 110.” 


“Land rents were increased in Boudh in 1930 under the 
new Settlement. There was an increase of 100, 200 and 300 
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and in some cases 400 per cent in different places.’ 
“The Boudh About 2,000 people went to the Raja to lay 
Rising. before him their grievances. The officials 
prevented an approach to the Raja. Twenty- 
seven Khonds then went to Sambalpur to get relief from the 


Agent. On their return to the State they were cruelly 
eaten and imprisoned.” 


® Of all the risings and rebellions so far occurred in these 
States the rising in Daspalla in 1913-14 was the most widespread 
and the brutal repression was the worst that 

The Daspalla had ever occurred. The then Ruler of Das- 
Rising. palla Narayan Bhanja Deo was too old to look 
after the State affairs. He had a very cunning, 

tricky but skillful Dewan named Bhabagrahi Biswal. The said 
Dewan found to his interest to get the State under the Court of 
Wards so that he would become the supreme of the State as 
Superintendent directly responsible to the Political Department 
of the Government. In the natural course the ruler being 
without an issue would have been succeeded by a cousin brother. 
If the Raja had retired the cousin brother Baishnab Deo who 
was an adult would have succeeded him. But Dewan Sri Biswat 
did not want it. He cleverly managed to get a minor Rajkumar 
from Parikud who happened to be the daughter’s son of the old 
Raja to beadopted. But Bishnab Deo was more popular. When 
the Raja died, the Dewan and Bishnab Dco both were absent 
from the Hd. quarters. So the Dewan’s henchmen conveniently 
put the Rajkumar on the Gaddi and on his orders disposed of 
the deadbody of the late Raja which was the conventional practice. 
Baishnab Deo protested and therc was a rising in the State in his 
favour. Though he was not in the State during the rising he 
was arrested, Convicted and sentenced to transportation. The 
rising took a serious proportion. Most of the people who 
started the rebellion were aborigins. Though this succession to 
the Gaddi was the immediate cause, the oppressive rule and 
merciless exploitation by this clever Dewan had brought the 
psople’s feeling to a boiling point. This incident of succession 
only served as the match stick to start the flare-up. British 
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was started and it was described as Khond (tribal) rising. 
Nobody could say how many hundreds of men, women and 
children were killed and what reign of terror was let loose. 
There were public hangings, looting and arson on a large scale 
The repression was so terrific and such an ijiron-curtain wa 
applied that it was difficult to get information about the inhuman 
brutalities perpetrated. There was a poor young student named 
Govind Misra, a resident of Daspalla then reading at Cuttack 
who some how managed to get into the State and carried informa- 
tion to the outside world. Late Pandit Gopabandhu Das of 
hallowed memory and his eo-workers took up this matter and 
brought to light some of the brutalities through the newspaper 
‘Asha’, then published and edited by Sri Sashi Bhusan Rath at 
Berhampur. This informant youngman along with ‘several 
others was declared as an absconding accused and had he been 
caught hold up he would probably have been sent to the gallows. 
as many others were. He narrowly escaped the clutches of the 
terrorizing Police force and for sometime was under the care 
of Pt. Gopabandhu Das and later on went to Sabarmati to be 
under the shelter of Mahatma Gandhi with whose blessings he 
took to public work. It was only after 1919 Reforms that a ” 
general clemency was declared and Sri Misra could return to 
Orissa as a free man. 

“In 1928, people of Nilgiri started a popular movement. 
against bethi and magan and in the course of this movement, 
about two thousand people left the State and 
Nilgiri came away to Balasore. Ultimately the Para- - 
Agitation. mount Power intervened and a settlement was: 
arrived at. Mr. C. F. Andrews ,has mentioned 
this struggle with his comments in his book “India and Simon 
Commission”. 
In Talcher, when the miscellaneous cess was first levied 
in 1911, there was an agitation which was suppressed by punish- 
ing the leaders. Another movement in 1922 
Ferment in was similarly dealt with. Again the question 
Talcher. was agitated in 1932 but to no purpose. 
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In Dhenkanal, at the end of the 19th century ge Manager 

of the State contemplated cnhancement of rent under a new 

settlement. One thousand people came and 

Movement in protested, in consequence of which the idea 

Dhenkanal. was abandoned. Again in 1922 the manage- 

ment wanted fo revise rent. Forest rules were 

also revised and enforced just then. Against both these there 

was much resentment and agitation. Some redress was effected, 

but four of the leaders were charged with conspiracy and were 

sentenced to imprisonment for threz years. This gave a set- 
back to the movement.” 


PRAJAMANDAL MOVEMENT 


In such circumstances the Orissa States’ People’s conference 
was first organised in 1931 at Cuttack with the active co-op2ra- 
tion of the All India States’ People’s Conference and with the 
help of a handful of workers of Orissa States and the help afd 
co-operation of some level-headed public men of Orissa. The 
co-operation of the Rulers was sought who however refused to. 
recognise it. On the contrary all attempts were made to nip it 
in the bud. Extraordinary circumstances owing to aggressive 
congress movement in the Province also stood on the way and 
after the Ist conference the organization became dormant for a 


pretty long time. 


It was in the year 1936-37 that fresh attempts were made to- 
rejuvenate the organisation and the second session was held at 
Cuttack in the year 1937 under the Presidentship of Dr. Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya. It was then proposed that an Enquiry Committee: 
should be conf#tituted to enquire into the prevailing conditions. 
in the Orissa States. It has already been stated that prior to- 
these there had been many agitations before in somes of the 
States for the redress of grievances and oppressions. In Keon- 
jhar, Talcher, Daspalla, Nilgiri, Baramba, Narsinghpur,. 
Boudh, Bamra, Sareikela, Nayagarh, Bonai, Dhcnkanal and 
several other States people tried to bring their grievances and the 
misdeeds to light. But such attempts were suppressed with 
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severe repressions. In one case only, that is in case of Baramba, 
ithe Ruler was deprived of his powers and the State was placed 
under Court of Wards. But the fundamental defects and abuses 
of State administration such as Bethi etc. were not abolished. 
On the other hand, the Political Officer of the Government 
rather codified Bethi, Beggari and Rasad even in the year of grac 
of 1930 in which the Government of India ratified: the Genev. 
‘Convention of abolition of forced labour and slavery. ® 


But after the new constitutional changes in the Provinces 
:and the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy and advent of 
Congress Ministry a great psychological change 
‘States Enquiry came in the out-look of these oppressed people 
‘Committee. of the Orissa States, and at such a time the 
Orissa States’ People Enquiry Committee with 
‘Sjt. H. Mahatab as President and Sjt. Balavantarai Mehta and 
:Sjt. Lalmohan Patnaik moved to hear the people that came 
forward in hundreds to lay their grievances before them. Many 
of the Rulers tried to prevent such evidence being forthcoming. 
Just at this time the Ruler of Nilgiri created a serious situation 
in his State by imposition of heavy fines on people for the 
“offence” of inter-dining on a social occasion. 
Renewed This was very much resented by the people and 
Repressions. they organized a meeting to protest, but the 
Ruler would not permit any public meeting. 
“This was the signal for non-violent resistance and the Nilgiri 
Prajamandal was first formed to secure the Civil liberty for the 
people of the State. Satyagraha went on for months together; 
“hundreds were put into prison houses; there were lathi charges 
.and even fire was opened; but through the mediation of late 
Major Bazelgette, the then Political Agent, Orissa States, Sjt. 
H. Mahatab and Mr. Solomon, I. C. S., District Magistrate, 
Balasore a settlement was arrived at. The Ruler conceded 
certain demands of the people, civil liberty was guaranteed and 
the Prajamandal was recognized as represeatatsve body of the 
people to place their grievances before the Durbar in a consti- 
‘tutional manner. The settiement was hailed on all sides as a 
happy sign of change and it was expected that other Rulers 
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“would likewise redress such grievances and grang civil liberty 
to their pcople. People in Talcher, Dhenkanal, Pal Lahara, 
Athgarh, Tigiria, Nayagarhy Ranpur, Kconjhar, Hindol and 
several other States began to represent their grievances to the 
Rulers through their Prajamandals. But Dhenkanal and then 
“Talcher gave a definite adverse lead in the line of repression. 
It fad then alrcady been widely known that some important 
‘evidences and documents were stolen away by a man of Dhen- 
kanal from the office of the Enquiry Committee and this had 
‘very much agitated the people of Dhenkanal who were already 
at a point of utter despair and desperation. 


It is now a matter of history how on the 11th September, 
1938 five of the Prajamandal leaders of Dhenkanal were arrested 
and how on the 12th September, 1938 fire was opened and lathi 
charges made on a vast agitated crowd of 40,000 people in the 
‘town of Dhenkanal and consequently how the entire State came 
into ferment, how attempts at reconciliation were frustrated,on 
.account of the large influx of Armed Police Force from diffe- 
rent States and a large number of troops of the King’s own 
‘Scottish Borders Regiment in order to “‘meet the situation” and 
pursue repression in full swing. We had by then heard enough 
-of the repeated firings in the State and how a number of innocent 
persons were killed including Baji Rout, a boy of 11 years of 
.age who showed examplary courage and determination in 
facing the bullets of the Armed Forces and whose name has 
become a Jcgend in Orissa. So also wss Sri Musa Mallik who 
was sentenced to death, but was saved from the gallows on 
clemency by the Crown Representative. The houses of the 
Jocal Prajamandal leader Sri Maheswar Subahu Sing and many 
‘others were rajsed to the ground and their properties looted and 
confiscated. It was a tragic drama which could hardly be des- 
cribed at length in this short note. There was a virtual reign 
of terror spread over the whole State with stories of inhuman 
brutalities filling the columns of the newspap:rs. The fact, 
however, remained that thousands of people lost their proper- 
ties, many thousands fled away from the State, scores lost their 
lives and many women lost their honour and the whole State by 
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then practically presented a spectacle of a country seiged by an 
Armed Forte. It is needless to say that it was first in Dhen- 
kanal that the Prajamandal was decJared unlawful and the method 
of severe repression pursued. It was only in this State that 
outside Congressmen and also some socialists participated in the: 
movement. 


It may be mentioned that when Dhenkanal agitation tpok. 
a very serious turn in November, 1938 after the observance of 
-*All Orissa Garjat Day” in different parts of the Orissa States 
accompanied by peaceful Hartal on the 29th October, 1938 
at the call of the Orissa States’ People’s Conference the 
British-Orissan politicians and workers joined the agitation. On 
2Znd November, there was a clash between the Armed Police and. 
the big crowd that had assembled in the Dhenkanal Town. Some 
people came with bows, arrows, axes and lathis and resisted the 
Police atrocities. In the resulted clash some Police officers 
as well as members of the public sustained serious injuries. The 
trouble spread and on the 11th November there was a greater: 
clash and Police indiscriminately opened fire on the riotous mob: 
and a number of people died on the spot. It was apprehended 
that violence may spread and the agitation may get out of control 
of the Prajamandal leaders. So, in order to give a peaceful 
turn to the agitation Satyagraha was started in the 1st week of 
December, 1938. Sri Nabakrishna Choudhury who was then a 
Congress Member of the Orissa Legislative Assembly and 
belonged to the Socialist group of the Congress resigned his 
seat in the Orissa Assembly and led the first batch of Satya~ 
grahis from Cuttack to Dhenkanal. They were arrested by the: 
State authorities as soon as they reached Dhenkanal on the 
3rd December but soon after were let off, A number of Con- 
gress workers joined this agitation along with the Prajamandat 
workers and this movement spread from one place to another. 


Dhenkanal’s neighbour Talcher followed suit. The 
people of Talcher are exceedingly docile, but they were at a 
breaking point. Exaction of Bethi or forced labour in addition 
to a very excessive cess of five annas per rupee of rent levied in 
Jieu of Bethi since 1911 and taxation through monopolies over 
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necessaries of life and a systematic economic exploifhtion of the 
poor peasantry shook the very foundation of people’s confi- 
dence in the administration and its Ruler. Formerly there 
were several agitations in the State, but they were suppressed 
ର repression. On this occasion the non-violent and con- 

titutional methods were taken up by the leaders of thc people 
andthe Prajamandal pursued first the way of praying and peti- 
tioning. But the Ruler would not hear. He could not brook 
the sight of his proverbial “sons” even constitutionally resisting 
the great proverbial “father”. (In these States the rulers fondly 
depicted the relationship between the Ruler and his subjects as 
that of a father and his sons.) He would not abolish Bethi but 
would terrorise the people and submit them to do forced labour’ 
for road repairs . He would not give any relief in taxation. 
He would suppress the people through repression and if his 
armed forces were found inadequate, he requisitioned forces 
from outside. There was indiscriminate firing on peaceful 
crowd and some were killed. This gave a ncw turn to the Pra- 
jamandal movement. Satyagraha was started, hundreds were 
imprisoned, but it was not imprisonment which people feared, 
but the merciless beating, inhuman torture caused by wounds 
with hot iron rods and thrashing and slashing and above all wide 
spread seizure of crops and properties that turned the State to 
almost a concentration camp and the result was that thousands 
Jeft their dear land of birth and their poor hearths and homes 
to take shelter in the neighbouring British Orissan areas of 
Angul. It was found that about thirty thousand people, men, 
women and children made an exodus to the neighbouring 
British Orissa and exposed themselves to the bitter winter and 
then to the scorching Sun of the Summer only a few having 
temporary shelter under the chequered Jeaf-shades hurriedly 
built by themselves. They would rather die than return to a 
State where life, honour and property were all unsafe. They 
came away with tears in their eyes and babies in arms knowing 
not what would happen to them, as they were ‘desperate and 
determined. There were about 30,000 refugees lying in the open 
fields forming about 46% of the population of the State. Most 
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of the Prajamandal leaders had been arrestzd and confined in 
British Orissan Jails under extradition warrants. Their leader 
Sri Pabitra Mohan Pradhan had by then gone underground by 
escaping from Talcher Jail long ago and there was a reward 

declared for his head by the Durbar. He is the man, a bache- 

lor, who had all along been iu the forefront of the fight. But 
that had in no way disheartened the people. They determined 

not to return unless assurances were forthcoming from the 
dependable authorities of the Political Department as they 

had no longer any confidence in the Ruler whom they had 
found repeatedly going back upon his own promises and 
declarations during the last several years, and even during the 
present agitation. 


Peaceful civil resistance started in the States like Athgarh, 
Tigiria, Baramba, Narsinghpur, Nayagarh under the guidauce 
of the leaders of the respective Prajamandals. and the Rulers of 
there States more or less followed repressive policy in the wake 
of their brother rulers of Dhenkanal and Talicher and they had 
also their share of firing and lathi charges on innocent and peace- 
ful crowds following the declarations of the Prajamandals in 
their States as unlawful and going back upon their declarations - 
and assurances given before in response to the agitation and 
demand of the Prajamandals. The Kisan agitation in the 
Nayagarh State took serious proportions as a result of which the 
Prajamandal leaders were arrested and assistance of military 
Police was sought for from the Political Agent. There was 2 
great tension almost in all the Orissa States on account of the 
widespread activities of the Prajamandals and upheavals 
amongst the people including the tribals. 


At this stage of the drama the poor Ranpur State suddenly: 
featured so violently that it proved to be the last straw on the 
camel’s back. The lately constituted Prajamandal in this State 
had never been aggressive. It was fighting the cause which 
was on the face of it pathetic and astounding. Such were the 
canons of rule that the poor people of Ranpur could not fix 
double doors to their houses, could not wear head-dress, could 
not move on palanquins on ceremonial occasions without State 
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permission. Bethi, Rasad, Magan not only for thc rylers’ palace 
but also for the meanest of the servants of the State must be 
supplied by them free. 


tate. There was, therefore, peaceful agitation by way of leading 

rocessions in the headquarters of the State to present their 
grievances and place their charter of demand in the hands of the 
Ruler. Thereupon the Prajamandal was declared unlawful and 
some of the leaders were arrested. This made the situation 
extremely tense. On the 5th January, 1939 huge crowds gathered!’ 
before the palace from all over the State and demanded the 
immediate release of the Prajamandal Jeaders. The ruler 
instead of pacifying the people called for assistance of military 
force from the Political Agent. Major Bazelgette who was then 
the Political Agent at Sambalpur immediately came over with a 
posse of armed police force from the neighbouring State of 
Nayagarh and by the time he reached the Ranpur Town jne 
crowd had swelled to several thousands and there were many 
who were armed with lathis and the roads were blocked by 
bullock carts and branches of trees. Major Bazelgette with 
great difficulties could ford through this peaceful crowd and 
get into the palace for consulattion with the ruler. But by 
then the crowd had become unmanageable and there was an 
uproar. There was a rumour that two persons were killed at the 
instance of the Political Agent. Major Bazelgette finding that 
the crowd was recalcitrant came out of the palace and went into 
the mob probably to explain to them about the unfounded 
rumour of death of two persons at his instance. But as soon 
as he got into the dense crowd in the narrow street he was 
surrounded by a section ‘of the people and was about to be 
assaulted. He then fired his rivolver and one person dropped 
down dead. This infuriated the mob who pounced upon him 
and Major Bazelgette was stonned to death in a few minutes. 
This ghastly murder of the Political Agent Major Bazclgette 
took place on the fateful evening of the 5th January, 1939 on the 
verandah of one Bimba Padhihari where Mr. Bazelgette tried to: 
save himself from the onslaughts of the crowd, behind two- 


Extraction of money by officials was the worst in the 
S 
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wheels of a hullock-cart. A part of the crowd became violent 
and threatened to break open the Jail and Palace unless the 
‘Prajamandal leaders were rcleased forthwith, Under the orders 
‘of the ruler the jailor released all the political prisoners. The 
whole cpisode was, however, due to a misrepresentation of 
facts. When the Political Agent was coming with a posse of 
Police from Nayagarh he found road blocks near about Ludha- 
chua, a village in Ranpur. He asked the people nearby to 
remove the same. But there was no ready response from the 
people. The Police charged some of them with lathis and cancs. 
Two persons out of the crowd removed road block but one per- 
son who was severely beaten by the police was carried by a small 
crowd on a bullock cart to Ranpur town. The rumour went on 
that this man had been killed by the Political Agent and this 
rumour was the cause of the frenzy of the mob. It was under 
these regrettable circumstances that the Political Agent was 
killed and two police men who were by his side were severely 
injored. The death of the Political Agent was followed by a 
reign of terror. Police and military forces almost seiged the 
State and there was virtual Martial Law promulgated and the 
civil life was completely paralysed. Thousands of people fled 
away from the State and took refuge outside in different parts 
of Orissa. In the wake of this ghastly murder under deplorabli 
circumstances a Special Preliminary Enquiry Court was esta- 
blished with Mr. B. Sivaraman, I. C. S., then Joint Magistrate 
of Berhampur as the Enquiry Magistrate, his services having 
been Jent to the Ranpur State to conduct the enquiry. The 
following 26 persons were arrested as accused in the case and were 
charged under Section 302, 147, 149, 325 and 353 of the Tndian 
Penal Code. The accused persons were Raghunath Mahanti, 
Dibakar Parida, Agadhu Boral, Magi Naik, Bhagaban Sahu, 
Bidya Sahu, Achut Das, Banshidhar Patnaik, Krishna Chandra 
Rout, Bhagavat Behera, Raghu Prusti, Bhabani Prusti, Hoto 
Naik, Natha Bhol, Chaitan Chinara, Bidhar Mohapatra, Chinta 
Naik, Chakra Rout, Banshi Swar, Narasingh Sahu, Dhobi 
Santra, Antak Kailas, Biswanath Panda, Madhava Kailas, 
Ananda Rout and Kasi Rout. Finally the case was tried in a 
‘Sessions Court and Raghunath Mahanti was sentenced to death 
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:and many others suffered transportation for life andjlong terms 
of imprisonment. 10 more were subsequently arrested and some 
imprisoned for life and some were acquitted. 


4 The movement of Satyagraha got a rude shock from this 
iHeplorable incident but it gave a turn more towards constitu- 
ional agitation. Prominent Congress leaders of Orissa and 
‘som8 notable Indian leaders tried to intervene in the State 

People’s agitation in order to bring about a scttiement between 

the rulers and the people. Babu Rajendra Prasad (later President 
of Free India) Rev.C.F.Andrews, Miss Agatha Harrison (Secretary 
of the Indian Conciliation Group, London) Sri Harekrushna 
Mahatab, Prof. N. G. Ranga and a few others played some 
important role in bringing about such settlement. Ultimately 
under the advice of Mahatma Gandhi the Satyagraha movement 
‘was withdrawn and the demands were taken up in the consti- 

tutional way both with the rulers and political department. 


REGIONAL COUNCIL OF THE STATES 


The Prajamandal leaders who were associated with the 
Regional Council of the States’ Peop’le’s Conference took a2 
' Jead in preparing memoramdun on the repressive measures 
under the auspices of the said Council. and submitted the 
‘same to the authorities and to the AISPC. They led the 
agitation in a systematic way beginning from the Constituent 
Assembly down to the remotest corners of the States. 
Though some small political groups of Socialists and Communists 
tried to keep the fire of civil disobedience smouldering, the 
majority of Prajamandal leaders and workers took to the con- 
tinvance of constitutional methods of agitation. The Political 
Agent also intezvened and the Talcher refugees rcturned to their 
home on assurances given. It is worth noting that the Orissa 
States’ People’s agitation for securing fundamental rights and 
democratic Constitution could not have been effective if the then 
Congress ministry of Orissa headed by Sri Biswanath Das, Chief 
Minister,would not have extended its moral support and exercised 
its influence with the Govt. of India and the premier political 
organisation of the country. 
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The situation after Ranpur agitation was followed by a. 
tactical éhange of policy by the rulers. The Dhenkanal Rulcr 
made a proclamation of constitutional reforms in the State in 
June, 1939 followed by the Durbar of Talcher. Similarly in 
Athgarh, Khandapara, Nayagarh, Hindol and various other 
States some popular leaders were associated with the adminis | 
tration of the States. Hindol was perhaps the first to do? 
so with some amount of sympathy for the people under 
the influence of its Dawan. Nominated Gram Panchayats were 
declared to be set up. In some States Constitution of Advisory 
Councils were also declared. But with the advent of second 
World war and the resignation of the Congress ministries in Sep- 
tember, 1939 the situation had taken a different turn and the 
Political Department tightened its grip on the States. Some of 
the Rulers who were considered to be weeklings or truculents 
were banished from the States and all Prajamandals or poli- 
tical organisations banned and leaders and workers clapped 
into jail. It is well known as to how after the war rulers were 
restored to their former positions as a prelude to the transfer 
of power by the British to the Indian hands on the 15th of August, 
1947. But prior to such transfer of power the Eastern States 
Agency minus Tripura, Cooch Behar and Mayurbhanj consti- 
tuted itself into Eastern States Union with Administrative and 
judicial Headquarters at Raigarh. But this undemocratic 
union was vehemently opposed by the people and almost in every 
State there was political ferment and organised demand for the 
establishment of responsible Govt. in the States. 


It may be remembered that the All India States’ People’s 
Conference under the Jeadership of Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya 
and Sri Balvantrai Mehta had previously suggested that the: 
small States should have a common administration with the: 
neighbouring; provinces. The first session of the Orissa and 
C. P. Regional Council of the All India States’ People‘s Confe- 
rence held at Cuttack on the ist March, 1947 with 50 duly elected 
delegates from 15 affiliated organizations like Prajamandals. 
of Mayurbhanj, Patna, Khairagarh, Nandagaon, Dhenkanal, 
Talcher, Athgarh, Sonepur, Nilgiri etc. and with a large number 
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of distinguished invitees from the other States of Ealltern States. 
Union condidered the situation for over 3 days and reached at 
momentous decisions regarding the future status of these States. 
and introduction of democratic rule in their administration and 
liItimately their collaboration with the neighbouring provinces. 
6m cultural, linguistic and geographical considerations. 
୮୬ 

A number of delegates were elected to represent this region 
in the General Council of the All India States People’s Con- 
ference. The delegates were to represent all the Statcs’ in the 
Union and they were :— 


Sri Bijaylal Oswal, Khairagarh 

Sri Vidyachandra Verma, Raigarh 
Sri B. N. Rai, Nandgaon 

Sri Sarangadhar Das, Dhenkanal. 
Sri Radhanath Rath, Athgarh 

Sri Chaturbhuj Misra, Sonepur 

Sri Kailash Chandra Mahanti, Nilgiri 
Sri Sarat Chandra Das, Mayurbhanj 
Sri Madanmohan Pradhan, Talcher 
Sri Yudhisthir Mista, Patna. 


a 


So oan pwpe 


— 


To carry out the agitation and to represent the view points. 
of the States’ people in the Constituent Assembly through their 
accredited representatives and to direct the Prajamandal move- 
ment in a systematic way a Working Committee was constituted 
with Sri Sarangadhar Das as President, Sri Kapileswar Prasad 
Nanda, Patna and Sri Kishori Mohan Tripathi, Raigarh as 
vice-presidents; Sri Madan Mohan Pradhan, Talcher as General 
Secretary; Sri Prasanna Kumar Das, Mayurbhanj and Gobar- 
dhanram Varma, Chhuikhadan as Joint Secretaries; Sri Kailash 
Chandra Mahanti, Nilgiri, Sri Radhanath Rath, Athgarh, Sri 
Sarat Chandra Das, Mayurbhanj, Dibakar Bohidar, Patna, 
Markand Pradhan, Boudh, Sri Bhagaban Behera, Athmallick 
and four others from C. P. States as members. The following. 
resolutions were unanimously passed by the Council. 
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6 Resolutions passed by the Council 


“1, The Regional Council of the Orissa and C. P. States 
and Bastar Region in its first meeting takes the opportunity of 
‘endorsing the resolution of the Standing Committee of the: 
A. 1. S. P. C. regarding the objectives of the Constituent Assembly - 
which runs thus :— i 

“The Standing Committee expresses its full agreement 
:and whole-hearted approval on behalf of the people of the 
States, of the Ist resolution of the Constituent Assembly which 
‘declares its firm and solemn resolve to proclaim India an 
Independent and Sovereign Republic’. It welcomes, in par- 
ticular, the declaration in regard to social, economic and poli- 
tical justice to all people of India, equality of status and oppor- 
tunity before the law and fundamental rights and safeguards 
for minorities, tribal people and depressed and backward classes. 


- “The Committee endorses the declaration that ‘All 
power and authority in the Sovereign and Independent India, 
its Constituent parts and organs, is derived from the people.’ 


“2, In view of the British Govt’s Declaration of the 
20th Feb. 1947 definitely fixing June, 1948 as the time limit by 
which all powers in respect of the administration of India will 
be transferred to the hands of the Indian people, and further, 
in view of the fact that British Paramountcy over Indian States 
will be liquidated when such transference of power is effected, 
the Council feels that the Princes and Rulers of Indian States 
should now be considered to be free to transfer all powers of 
administration to the peoples’ representatives in their respective 
States or groups of states or to negotiate and amalgamate, in 
consideration of language, culture, geographical contiguity and 
economic necessity, with neighbouring provinces, so that a free 
and federated India may be constituted comprising separate and 
:autonomous linguistic units of homogeneous people, and 
thereby to effectively constribute towards the all round pro- 
gressive growth of the Democratic Federated Indian Republic. 


“The Council notes with satisfaction that negotiations are 
proceeding between the Negotiating Committee set up by the 
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Constituent Assembly and that of the Chamber ,of Princes 
vis-a-vis the Negotiating Committee constituted by the All India 
States’ Peoples Conference, on the subject of the method of 
selection of the 93 representatives of the Indian States for the 
said Constituent Assembly, and on the principle of allocation 
bor seats to different States and groups of States. But the Com- 
mittee is definitely of the opinion that the principle of represen- 
1atién as envisaged in the Cabinet Mission’s proposals both for 
British India and the Indian States, being on population basis, 
all the seats for the Indian States, therefore, should be filled up. 
with elected representatives of the people. 

“In consonance, therefore, with the aforesaid resolution 
and in pursuance of the public opinion of the people of Eastern: 
States Agency the Council urges upon the Rulers of the Eastern: 
States Agency not to proceed any further with their proposed 
scheme of Eastern States Federal! Union, the basis of which is 
fundamentally wrong, in as much as, it does not take into con- 
sideration the linguistic, cultural, social, geographical aAd 
economic facts and exigencies, but to explore every possible 
means for the collaboration of Oriya speaking States with the 
Province of Orissa, as also of Hindi-speaking States with the 
neighbouring Hindi speaking Province. The scheme in the 
perspective of the future progress and development of the country 
tends more towards disintegration, than towards integration 
of the scattered areas of the provinces of Orissa and C. P. inter- 
sected between by a number of States and, as such, is ultimately 
bound to prove not only ineffective but also harmful. 

“The Council, therefore, urges upon the Rulers of the 
Eastern States Agency to abandon the scheme and devise ways 
and means for establishing mutual contact with the provinces 
around, in order that distinct and complete linguistic units under 
the free and federated India may be carved out and adminis- 
trative, cultural and economic collaboration might be stablished 


by way of united constitutional arrangement, conferring full 
democratic rights to people of the States”. 
9. “Tlie Council considered the resolutions forwarded 


by the ‘Krisak Party’, Patna State as adopted and ratified in pub- 
Jic meetings of the State on the subject of :— 
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” 


(a) grhe Declaration of responsible Government by the 
Durbar by 1-7-47. 

(b) Constitution of a popular Government for the 
Interim period with effect from the Ist April, 1947 etc. 


“And further considered the request of the “Krisak Party’; 
to permit them to launch upon civil disobedience of the ଣା 
laws, rules and regulations for the vindication of the above rights 
.and resolved that a copy of the resolution be forwarded to the 
‘Standing Committee of the Alt India States’ Peoples’ Conference 
‘for favour of necessary instructions. 


*“The Council is surprised to note that the fundamental 
rights conceded to the people of the State by the Declaration 
of the Chamber of Princes of the 18th Jan. 1946 and subse- 
quently ratified by it in its resolutions and fully and unreservedly 
accepted and proclaimed by the Durbar of Patna State them- 
selves are not being acted upon. 


“The Patna Durbar thereby is acting not only unconsti- 
tutionally but also provoking the people to resort to direct action 
for the vindication of their fundamental rights. The council, 
while deploring this action on the part of the Patna Durbar, 
respectfully invites their attention to the fact that unless this 
anomalous situation be clarified and their own declarations are 
implemented, it would not only mean gross betrayal of all canons 
.of law and constitution but also a betrayal of the Chamber of 
Princes itself. The Council hopes that the Chancellor of the 
‘Chamber of Princes will please take note of this failure on the 
part of the Patna Durbar and exercise his moral and constitu- 
tional influence on the Durbar to redeem their own pledge. 
While expecting that the Chancellor of the Chamber of . Princess 
and Patna Durbar would react favourably té the aforesaid 
request the Council advises the ““Krisak Party” to keep them-- 
selves ready for all eventualities for the vindication of their rights . 
by way of direct action if necessary and if approved by the 
‘Standing Committee of the All India States’ Peoples’ Conference ] 
and recommends that the Standing Committee be pleased to 
accord such sanc’ ion.” 
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However, when demand for responsible Govt thus took a 
definite turn and the State administrative machincrics were on 
the verge of collapsc, some of the rulers in their anxiety to sabo- 
tage the popular movement encouraged the Advasis as a result 
jof which violent disturbances occurred and the State of Nilgiri 
figured prominently in this connexion. Lawlessness and 
“insecurity of life and property became so serious that the Central 
‘Got. had to intervene and the State administration was taken 
over by the Orissa Govt. at the dircction of the Centre during 
the month of November, i947. This was followed by the 
passing of the Extra Provincial Jurisdiction Act by the Domi- 
nion Parliament and then followed the Merger Plan of the 
States Ministry. The Orissa States were the first to sign an 
.agreement with Govt. of India on the celebrated day of the 14th 
.and 15th of December, at Cuttack whereunder the Rulers handed 
over the administration of the States to the Dominion Govt. 
in perpetuity, who on their part delegated the administrative 
power to the Provincial Govt. of Orissa in order that these 
States should be merged with the Province in duc course. Out 
.of the 26 States only Mayurbhanj which had by then a Legis- 
Jature and a Cabinet with the Prajamandal leader as its Chief 
stood aside uptill 1949, the 25 others being integrated to the 
Province of Orissa. There is no doubt that it was almost a day 
of rejoicing for the people of Orissa but nobody ever imagined 
that there would be a fly on the ointment and the two Oriya 
‘speaking States of Sareikella and Kharswan would be snatched 
away from Orissa and handed over to Bihar on account of the 
unscrupulous manoeuvres of some leaders and the inspired 
and instigated opposition of the neighbouring Adivasis of 
Bihar. This arbitrary decereetal of the States Ministry had 
saddened the ‘hearts of Oriyas and brought about a reaction 
which was full of potentialities of future trouble. The Praja- 
mandal leaders of Saraikella and Kharswan such as Sri Bijoy 
Kumar Pani and others entered into an emphatic protest but 
unfortunately they were not heeded to by the authorities. The 
‘Oriyas also never accepted this decision and on this the ship of 


peace and tranquility in the differerit parts of the conutry was 
about to be foundered. 
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But with the amalgamation of the States Orissa's future: 
was bound to be great and full of hopes. The Province was. 
thereby almost doubled in area and the population went up by 
50 per cent more and the economic resources such as minerals,. 
forests, land and waterways have been so richly consolidated} 
that with the construction of the multi-purpose Hirakud dam pn; 
the great river Mahanadi and the establishment of the Rourkela. 
Steel Plant the face of the earth in this part is being changed. 


After 1948 Free India under the leadership of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and under the banner of the Indian Nationa! 
Congress had made phenomenal progress politically, cultu- 
rally, socially and economically and the six hundred princely: 
States of India including those of Orissa having been merged into 
the Indian Union so skilfully by the Indian Bismark Sardar Patel 
have also been makiug great progress, though later reaction 
in respect of increased land rents in settlements and the unusual 
rice in prices has rather been very distressing. This has given 
birth to the New India which has been declared a Sovereign 
Democratic Republic with justice, liberty, equality and fraternity 
extended to all sections of the people irrespective of caste, colour 
and creed. The people of the Orissa States-and the former 
Rulers thereof all have now mingled into one class ‘and com- 
munity and along with their fellow-men of Orissa are making 
effective contributions towards the development of this ancient 
land of glory. They pledged to maintain the freedom of the 
country and abide by the doctrine preached by Mahatma Gandhi, 
“Dsmocracy is not a state in which people act like sheep. Under 
democracy individual liberty of opinion and action is jealously 
guarded.” This is the bzacon light for the pzople of India 
and the people of Orissa. People do remember that “United 
we stand, Divided we fall”. May people ever stand united 
and go forward in their march to make India happy, prosperous 
and morally and physically strong. 
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